
Week beginning Monday 27th April        Year 2       Mr Jones 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that last week went well for you and your family. Now is probably a good time for me to reiterate that it is not worth getting upset over these 

activities. Don’t worry if you do not get everything completed in the way that you intended. My own lessons in school don’t always go to plan, and some 

children get less work done than I had hoped from time to time. This is perfectly normal - we’re all human! I’ve given a little bit less work this week, but 

included plenty of way to extend the learning if you wish. I’ve already seen that children are going off on their own wonderful tangent with their learning 

and I support that. If your child want to spend hours writing a story or keeping a daily weather diary then that is just great!   

I have already received a few Emails from parents and children with pictures of completed work. I am very happy to receive such messages, as I was before I 

had ever heard of Covid 19. Indeed, the work that I have already seen has helped to cheer me up quite a bit! Unfortunately I cannot promise individual 

feedback to children, so please don’t expect the sort of developmental marking that you might see in your children’s workbooks during parent’s evening.  

I’m currently working on gaining the technical expertise in order to embed teacher made videos in our school website. So look our for a new video 

appearing sometime this week. We decided as a school that it would be nice for the children to hear from their teachers in a more personal way and I 

agree. We do not expect videos to be sent in return. To be clear, please don’t send videos of your children. Instead, photographs of work are appropriate 

and welcome. I will do my best to reply, but it will probably not be straight away!    jjones@willowbrook.notts.sch.uk 

 

Science 

I hope that you got out and made the most of the wonderful weather to enjoy some of the plants and flowers that have been sprouting up all over. I also 

hope you washed your hands as soon as you got back inside! I’ve seen some wonderful drawings. For those of you who are super keen, you could plant 

some seeds and set up a comparative test to show that plants need light and water to stay healthy. Again, I’d love to hear about what you find out.  

I’ve heard that there will be less sunshine and more rain next week. The farmers will be happy. It’s been very dry so far this spring. It is a good time for us to 

stay inside and learn about a different type of science, this time it’s animals!   

Science part 1.  (This is best on Monday, but would be helpful whenever).  

Set a timer and write down a list down the page of as many animals as you can think of. I’ll get you started. Perhaps five minutes would do, but you could 

do more if you wanted. Next to the animals, write down the place that they live. It doesn’t have to be too specific.  
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Science part 2. Next to the list of animals and habitats that you wrote earlier on, write down some of the things that these animals eat. Draw a picture. 

Some of these animals eat lots of different things, for simplicity just choose one.  See my list of animals (science) for inspiration. This is a good excuse to 

type in the name of any animal and the words David Attenborough into Google. Watch and learn.  

English 

I really enjoyed seeing your quizzes that you wrote last week. For this week, the activities are a little bit easier if you have already done the science ones!   

English part 1.   As a warm up, list some animals that you know from memory without writing anything down. You have to say as many different animals as 

you can in one minute. A monkey, a badger, a dolphin, a cat, a squid etc 

Now we are going to add some adjectives. An adjective is a word that describes a thing. It adds more detail. Adjectives often refer to size, colour, texture or 

personality. Here is a good list to read out. Red, blue, brown, tall, long, short, fat, thin, rough, bumpy, smooth, shiny, filthy, angry, sneaky, quiet, annoying, 

smug.   

Now list some animals, but say the adjective that describes them first. A cheeky money, a filthy rat, a sneaky cat, a noisy dolphin, an attention-seeking 

peacock etc. You can have some fun with this, but how many can you list in one minute? Who in your family is best at this game?   

English part 2. Have a look at the What am I? riddle that I have included. First of all can you solve the riddle? I’ll upload another video onto the website with 

the answer later on this week! Next, have a look at how I have written the riddle. Write a list of all the adjectives that I have used.  

English part 3. Have another look at the What am I? riddle. Think about the order of the clues I gave. If I had started off with the last clue would it have 

been easy to guess straight away? Choose an animal that you like and think of some clues that could be used to describe your animal. The best way to write 

a riddle is to start off with the hardest clues and then finish with the easiest ones.  Write your first version of the riddle. It’s okay to have crossing out and 

other mistakes on it. Mine did!  

English part 4. Copy your riddle up in your neatest handwriting and send it to a friend to complete. Decorating it with illustrations would be great too. Use 

your best handwriting, joined up if you know how. You could send your riddle to a friend and see if they can solve it. Will they solve it on the first clue or do 

they need all the clues?  

Spellings. Here is a list of spellings to learn just like last week. I wonder how you got on!  

 

 



Maths  Maths – I appreciate that maths has been a little more difficult to engage the children. It is 

perhaps much more reliant on the structure that a full classroom can provide. Here are a couple of 

alternatives or additions to what I’ve sent out.  I’ve found that the BBC’s Bitesize daily maths lessons have 

been appreciated by parents. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-lessons/1 

The White Rose Daily maths lessons are a separate resource created by experts in the teaching of maths. 

Their videos are packed with great maths but the activities don’t work as well without a printer. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-2/  

If you are still struggling, (or even if you aren’t) I cannot fault the BBC’s Karate Cats game. It’s about as 

good as any computer based maths game as I’ve seen. It’s fun, tied to the National Curriculum 

expectations and you get to unlock costumes for your karate cats. Just type BBC karate cats maths into 

Google. Other search engines are available!  

Maths part 1   

Now we can use our counting in 2, 5s, and 10s to help up find the value of coins. As ever, it helps if you have change in the house to play with, but I 

understand that this seems increasingly unlikely. The activity is called Find the total. There is an easier and a harder one, choose whichever you like, or 

complete both!  

Maths part 2  

This one is one for working systematically.  Again, 

you may want some coins for this and may even 

resort to drawing some on paper and cutting 

them out! Ask the children this question, and 

record the answers systematically.  

“How many ways are there of making 10p?” 

It might look like this…  
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Some children might solve this very quickly, for others it will be enough. If you want more, try asking how many ways there are to make 25p… 

Maths part 3 

Now let’s look at some sequences.  

What happens as you go down each row? 

What do you think the next row would be? 

Which coins would there be on the seventh row? 

When would you need to include paper (now polymer) money?  

How far can you take this sequence? 

 

Question of the week  

I understand that some of you have had some fun with the question of the week that I sent out last week. Here is another in a similar style. It is worth 

discussing with anyone who will listen. See Question of the week 2 

Art 

Understandably, lots of the children have asked about how my son Luke is getting on. He is 

fine, growing fast and starting to make all sorts of sounds. I think he’s trying to sing. I’ve 

showed him your drawings and work already. His favourite book at the moment is The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. You can hear it on YouTube.  

Perhaps you know it? The last page is the best – with the magnificent butterfly.  We’d love 

to see any of your attempts at creating an image of a beautiful butterfly. I understand that 

you probably don’t have an well-resourced art cupboard at home, just try your best! An 

arrangement of clothing of different colours, felt tip pens, cut up pieces of paper, chalk on 

pavement… anything you can think of! Perhaps Luke could judge the best one? 



Weekly guide 

Here is a little weekly guide to help you keep track.  

Writing in red refers to separate documents which have been attached to the Email. 

 

Monday 27th 
April 

Science 1 Listing animals and their 
habitats. See my list of animals 
 

 Science 2 What animals eat. 
 

Ongoing throughout the week.  
 
Question of the week 2 
 
Spellings 
 
Karate cats  
 
Artwork – recreation of a butterfly.  
 
 
Reading – everything and anything. 
Anything from ten minutes to an hour a 
day. It’s all good! 

Tuesday 28th 
April 

English 1 
Listing animals and adjectives game.   

Maths 
Find the total of the coins.  

Wednesday 
29th April 

English 3 
Read my What am I? riddle and find the 
adjectives I have used.  

Maths 
Ways of making 10p 
 

Thursday 
30th April 

English 4 
Plan and write your own riddle  

Maths 
Continue the sequence.  

Friday 1st 
May 

English 5 
Copy up in neat and present your riddle.  
 

Spelling test!  
See Spellings week two – common 
exception words 

 


