
Week beginning Monday 20th April        Year 2       Mr Jones 

Dear Parents, 

I have made a list of activities for your children to get on with throughout the week. I’ve tired to keep things as simple and easy as possible, and so have 

tried to keep the additional documents/worksheets/instructions to a minimum.  This plan sometimes refers to extra documents, and I’ve made them 

appear in red text so you should be able to find them in the Email you had from Mrs Ballard.  I’ve also tried my best to consider that not everyone has 

access to a printer, one of many challenges!  

These activities, in this sequence, are just a little part of what we might get through in a usual school week. I have divided the activities into distinct subject 

areas and I think that the best way to proceed is by sticking as closely as you can to the day-by-day schedule I have included at the end of this document. I 

know that everyone’s circumstances are different, and completely understand that sticking to the plan just won’t be practical  for everyone. Perhaps some 

of you have been relishing the opportunity to play pretend teachers and others might have been terrified by the prospect. I completely understand. This is 

as strange for me as it is for you. I suppose we’ll all be learning. If I were to summarise all my years of teaching experience into just one sentence it might be 

something like this – don’t flog a dead horse! If you feel that something isn’t working, try it a different way, trust your instincts, you know your children!  

And if all else fails, abandon ship, find somewhere quiet and enjoy a book together… that’s what I’d do!    

Science 

For this first week, we are going to help link our ideas together by covering some science. This unit is perfect for covering outside of the classroom because 

we’re going to be learning about plants! Spring had very much been in the air recently and the gardens and hedgerows of England are springing back to life. 

My garden has certainly been keeping me busy! These activities are best completed in the order given.  

Science part 1.  (This is best on Monday, but would be helpful whenever).  

Have a look at the different flowers and plants in your garden or in the area that you live. You could refer to my plant-spotting guide to help you identify the 

different species. Write down a list of the other species of plants that you can see. Take photographs of them or draw them. If you are allowed, you could 

even pick some flowers for closer inspection. Some of you might like to have a go at pressing them between books to preserve them.  

Science part 2. Changing and growing.  Cut up a piece of fruit with seeds inside (can’t go wrong with an apple). Have a close look at the seed, draw a picture 

(to scale). Draw a picture of the fruit to scale. Now you might be regretting the choice of a whole watermelon! Google the tree that your chosen fruit grows 

on. Draw a picture of the leaf or the whole tree if it’s interesting enough. You might even want to have a go at planting some seeds. I’m sure many of you 

already have.  



English 

Whilst we’re going to stick to the plant theme for this week’s English work, the learning focus is on writing two special types of sentence, questions and 

statements. It’s one that we’ve covered before so it will be good build a little on what we learned in class.  

English part 1.   As a warm up, play some games where you take it in turns to ask each other questions and give answers. What did you have for breakfast? 

What colour is the car? When is your birthday? etc.  

Once this runs out of steam, list all of the words that can be used at the start of a question. The most common are what, where, who, when, why and how. 

Write down a list of these words.   

Next think of some questions that you would like to ask a relative or friend (choose a patient person!) that begin with these words. Did you remember the 

question marks? This is very important.  Write down each of the six questions. Then call that person and ask them. Record the answers they give.  

English part 2. Have a look at the quiz that I have included. The quiz is about lots of different things that we have learned this year so far. This is mostly a 

reading activity that helps reinforce what we learned about questions yesterday.  First of all, can you see those six words we looked at yesterday?   

I have also included the answers on a separate page. Do you think you could match the answers to the questions? There are plenty of clues in the question 

to help you! You might want to copy out these questions and answers. It will help to learn the structure of these special types of sentence.  

English part 3. Have a go at writing some of you own quiz questions about a particular topic. You could make your quiz about your favourite football club, 

Disney films, Japan, children in the class, space travel, dinosaurs, other animals…. The possibilities are endless!  You could use some of the ideas from my 

quiz from yesterday, or you could research some of your own facts. Don’t forget to include the answers too!  

English part 4. Copy your quiz up in your neatest handwriting and send it to a friend to complete. Decorating it with illustrations would be great too. Use 

your best handwriting, joined up if you know how. I think that sending a photograph of the work to a friend for them to complete would be a great idea.  

Spellings. Here is a list of spellings to learn throughout the week. I recommend a test on the Friday.  Who knows, maybe someone would like to run the 

spelling test via the Zoom app? If only I had the luxury to “mute all” during the test?! 

 

 

 



 

Maths 

Maths – We’ll start with some recapping of times tables. This will start off quite 

practical and become more abstract as the week progresses.  

Maths part 1 – First of all you’ll need a collection of things that can be counted. 

Pasta shapes, LEGO bricks, socks, grapes, coins, pebbles from the garden, whatever 

you can find.  Then it’s time to arrange them into equal groups which represent a 

multiplication. Using the example, arrange your objects in a certain way, then write out 

the calculation as in the example. You could repeat this several times with different 

numbers. Keep a list of the calculations that you explore.  

 

 

Maths part 2 – Using the same objects as yesterday, share 20 objects in as many 

different equal groups as you can. Record the different ways you can show 20. If you look at the example shown on it should help to guide you.  

You could make 2 x 10 = 20      10 x 2 = 20      4 x 5 = 20      5 x 4 = 20.  1 x 20 = 20 and   20 x 1 = 20 are important too! Maths part 3 – Using the times tables 

worksheet called Year 2 times tables. These are the times tables facts that need to be 

learned off by heart throughout the course of year 2. All the children need to know their 

2x, 5x and 10x tables.  We’ve already started learning some and can use our fingers to 

work them out. I’d work out the answer to 7 x 10 by seeing it as “seven lots of ten” or 

“count ten seven times” or “seven tens”. Using my fingers to keep track, I’d count “10, 

20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70. Ten times seven is seventy”. The same for 6 x 5 or 5 x 6. “5, 10, 15, 

20, 25, 30 six times five is thirty”.   This week’s work is another way to help children 

understand these number facts.  Use a separate piece of paper to draw some these 

calculations. For 6 x 5 this would look like this picture (right). Draw as few or as many of 

these calculations as you like.  

 



 

 

Maths part 4 – Practice working through Year 2 times tables that we saw yesterday but without using the counters. Some children might need the counters 

to get them started, others will be able to remember the facts from yesterday or even before. Work through this as quickly as possible. For some children 

this might be a short session! I’d practice several times throughout the day in order to prepare for tomorrows race against the clock.  

Maths part 5 – Now race against the clock – how fast can you complete the sheet without making any errors? Let me know how you get on!  

Question of the week  

Each week, I’ll send out a thought-provoking question which is designed to spark a bit of a debate. The children should use this question to consider what 

their initial, gut reaction is. Then they should ask as many adults, friends and relatives as they can. Get on those phones and start collecting ideas. At the 

end of the week, I would hope that the children have reconsidered their opinion. If not, they should at least have some good reasons now! It’s complicated 

stuff and I’m sure that whilst some of the children will spend hours thinking and reading about it, some will shrug their shoulders and wander off. Either 

way, don’t worry too much. Certain questions will suit some children better than others.  Again, feel free to share your responses. See Question of the week 

1  

Any other curriculum areas 

Art, music, design, computing….  this could turn into a very long list. There are many more curriculum areas that we would usually cover 

throughout the year in a primary school. I have not directed anything in these categories for now. The optimistic amongst us would see this 

period of learning from home as a great opportunity to study things in the sort of detail that wouldn’t be practical in the classroom. If there is 

any history, geography, dance (the list goes on) that would you like to work on at home, feel free. Whatever you get up to, I ’d love to hear 

about it.   

 

 

 



 

Weekly guide 

Here is a little weekly guide to help you keep track.  

Writing in red refers to separate documents which have been attached to the Email. 

 

Monday 20th 

April 

English 1 

Asking and answering questions with 
friends and family 

Maths  

Share out objects in equal groups in any way 
that you choose.  

Ongoing throughout the week.  

 
Question of the week 1 
 

Spellings 
 

Science 1 Plant spotting 
Refer to Plant spotting guide 
 

Science 2 Seeds  
Investigating seeds and fruit. 

 
 
Reading – everything and anything. Anything 

from ten minutes to an hour a day. It’s all 
good! 

Tuesday 21th 

April 

English 2 

Matching questions and answers  
See my quiz  

Maths 

Work out the different ways of sharing 20 in 
equal groups 

Wednesday 

22th April 

English 3 

Write your own quiz questions and answers 

Maths 

Using the counters to show the calculations 
shown on the worksheet Times tables year 2 
 

Thursday 23th 
April 

English 4 
Copy your work up in neat, complete with 
decorations and share it with your friends.  

Maths 
Practice and rehearse times tables year 2 

Friday 24th 
April 

Spelling test!  
See Spellings week one – common 
exception words  

 

Maths  
Race against the clock with times tables year 2 

 


