
Week beginning Monday 4th May        Year 2       Mr Jones 

Dear Parents, 

And so begins another week of weirdness! You probably know the drill by now. It was lovely to hear from so many of you over the past week and am 

pleased to hear so many of you are coping so well. In response to some feedback, I’ve tried to keep this week’s guide concise.  

I really enjoyed seeing your work. No doubt some children were spurred on by seeing Mrs Ballard’s digital Bench of Glory. I’d like to remind you that this 

work that we are setting, is intended as a suggestion. Whilst I’d love to see what your children have been getting up to, this is not essential.  

Science 

I really enjoyed seeing all your animal drawings. What tickled me was the way that one little girl noticed that there was one type of animal that lived just 

about everywhere and ate just about everything. It was humans!  

This week we’re focusing on animals closer to home, namely minibeasts.  After all the rain we have had recently, the ground is soft and perfect for digging. I 

spent a few minutes out in my garden and found an enormous amount of creepy-crawly life. You can see from my video.  

Science part 1.   

Head out into the garden, or on a local walk and see how many different minibeasts you can find. Try looking under damp bits of wood, stones, dig small 

holes and look on the underside of leaves. Keep a list of what you find. I find that the BBC’s Adventure with Jess Minibeast spotter is excellent for this. It 

works on a phone brilliantly (at least it does on mine).  https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess-minibeast-spotter.  

Jess has a selection of videos which are prefect for learning about minibeasts. I particularly enjoyed the snail one.  

If you have difficulty getting it to work, then I’ve also included a minibeasts spotting guide from the Woodland Trust. Their website has plenty of other ideas 

to help extend learning.  

Science part 2.  

Choose one minibeasts and carefully place it in a glass or plastic cup so that you can see it. Then have a go at doing your best drawing. You are working on 

your skills of scientific observation so be as detailed as you can, use the whole page!  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess-minibeast-spotter


English 

The riddles that I received were really entertaining. Some of you definitely understood the structure. I think everyone managed to guess me one!    

English part 1.   Now for some reading. It will help you with the rest of your work, and I think you’ll learn some interesting facts at the same time.  

Read through the Garden Bugs True or False activity. Colour the word true or false. When you have finished, count up the number of times my statements 

were true and the number of times that the statements were false. Were you right? 

English part 2. Now pick some of your favourite minibeasts that can be found in your garden. Write a little factfile about them. This would include a couple 

of pictures and a few sentences including some interesting facts. You might also include some photographs if you know how.  You can see my example 

minibeast factfile page. You might want to complete several pages over several days. Or you might not – whatever works best!  

English part 3. Once you have completed your factfile, take a photograph of it and E-mail it to me. I’ll make a little collage of all the best examples of your 

work and compile it into some kind of online book. Who knows how that will turn out?!   

Spellings. Here is a list of spellings to learn just like last week. I see lots of you are doing very well with your spellings. That’s great news.  

 

 

Maths    
Again, it was great to see how well you got on with the money based activities last week. I’m glad that the investigation style maths was appealing.  

It seems that BBC’s Bitesize daily maths lessons have been going down well, so I’ll continue to recommend those. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-lessons/1 

And the BBC’s Karate Cats game has proved to be a big hit – by all means continue on with that! What is your favourite costume? I’m quite partial to the 

rainbow unicorn….  

Maths part 1   

For something new, here is a simple online game working with ordering numbers  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering 

There are plenty of different options to choose from within the game, so it should be quite straightforward, and something that you child could get on with 

without too much help!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-lessons/1
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering


Maths part 2  

Now for something a little more straightforward. It’s a collection of minibeast themed word problems. These are designed to exercise the children’s 

imagination, their reading skills and help remember how to add and subtract!   

Maths Part 3  

After having solved the minibeast word problems that I set, have a go a writing some minibeast themed word problems for me to solve. E-mail them to me 

and I’ll work them out. Then you can mark my work and give me a score!  

 

Question of the week  

Last week’s question was popular. One of my favourite answers was the ability to turn into other people. That could lead to some very sneaky behaviour 

indeed! Here is another question to get you thinking.  See Question of the week 3 

Sculpture 

I was very pleased to see your butterfly images. One little girl’s was so beautiful that Luke couldn’t stop looking at it! It’s 

his new favourite.  

This week we can work in three dimensions. Who can create 

the best sculpture of a minibeast? The more creative the 

medium the 

better!  

 

 

 



Weekly guide 

For those of you who like to have a timetable….  

 

Writing in red refers to separate documents which have been attached to the Email. 

Writing in blue refers to a website  

Monday 4th 
May 

Science 1  
Go on a minibeast hunt  
Adventure with Jess Minibeast spotter  
 

 Science 2  
Observational drawing of your chosen 
minibeast.  
 

Ongoing throughout the week.  
 
Question of the week 3 
 
Spellings 
 
Karate cats  
 
Sculpture.  
 
 
Reading – everything and anything. 
Anything from ten minutes to an hour a 
day. It’s all good! 

Tuesday 5th 
May 

English 1 
Garden bugs true or false    

Maths 
Sequencing and ordering numbers   

Wednesday 
6th May 

English 3 
Write your own fact file about some of 
your favourite minibeasts.   

Maths 
Minibeast themed word problems  
 

Thursday 7th 
May 

Continue writing fact file about some of 
your favourite minibeasts.   

Maths 
Write your own minibeast themed word 
problems.   

Friday 8th 
May 

English 4 
Send me your finished work, I’ll make 
an digital book with everyone’s work in 
it for next week!   
 

Spelling test!  
See Spellings week two – common 
exception words 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess-minibeast-spotter.
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering

