
Week beginning Monday 18th May        Year 2       Mr Jones 

Dear Parents, 

Those of you who I have seen out and about seem to have been very productive lately! Apparently the children have come over all keen to get on with 

some worksheets?! I’m pleased to hear it. This is the last week before half term. So whilst you might not be rushing to East Midland’s Airport, at least there 

won’t be any extra hassle from me.  

Lots of the activities for this week work best in paper form. Starting from Monday, you can pop into school to pick up a hard copy if you so wish.  They’ll be 

in the entrance foyer so there’s no need to come into contact with anyone. Safety first!  

Science 

I hope the you enjoyed the little section on changing and growing. I certainly had a lot of fun looking 

at baby photos and took up Mr Johnson’s advice in order to have a look through some old photos in a 

park, with my mother, 2m apart.  

Science part 1.   

The BBC seem to have done a great job of covering this objective. The video and online activities are 

really focused and perfect for year 2. Feel free to go off on your own tangents. What do animals need 

to survive? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zx38wmn.  

Whilst you’re there, you might like to look at the there’s more to learn section. It’s all good!  

Science part 2. 

Have a think about what this means for your own survival! They say that you can survive for three minutes without 

oxygen (although you probably don’t want to test this), three days without water (you definitely don’t want to test 

this) or three weeks without food (after two months of lockdown, you might need to do this). I read an article on 

the Guardian about a group of boys who were stranded on a desert island and learned a lot about survival. It’s a 

good read, though perhaps not for children. Anyway, the task is to imagine you are washed up on a desert island. 

What would you need to find, where would you likely find it?  Draw a map of the island and label the features. Mark on the map where you wash up on the 

shore. Write a plan of action. Take into account, water, food, shelter. I’m looking forward to seeing how you get on! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zx38wmn


 

PE 
As a bonus extra for this week, and in response to Mr Johnson’s invitation to enjoy 

“unlimited” exercise, I’ve got a little PE based challenge, although there is a bit of a 

geography and science crossover. For this task you should measure out a 2km 

course (this is the length of a junior parkrun). It might be that you choose a number 

of laps of a smaller circuit. There are many apps and websites you could use, but 

https://onthegomap.com/#/create is the most simple that I have found.  

Then start your stopwatch and go out and run it as fast as you can. You’ll probably 

need to walk some of it, but don’t worry about the difference between walking and 

running so long as you just go as fast as you can! Then when you get home, write 

down your time and relax! Your next job is to recover – because next time you run 

the course, you’ll be quicker – by sheer determination alone! I’ve included a couple 

of routes that are close to the school for inspiration. It doesn’t even really matter 

about the course being 2km, you could just make sure you run the same course 

each time to make it a fair test.  

 

I’d love to see how you get on. If I see any particularly 

impressive running – you might get an invite to a cross 

country race against the other schools once we’re all 

back to normal!   If you E-mail me with your route and 

your results, I might just head out and try and beat your 

time on my next run!  

 

 

https://onthegomap.com/#/create


 

English 

We are taking a whole school approach towards English lessons for the next two weeks. We are using the Talk for Writing home-school booklet called The 

magical teaching box. It’s much more structured that the English tasks that I have set before and should go some way to keeping children focused. I’ve seen 

hundreds of suggestions for home-school learning over the last few weeks, but this is the closest to the way in which I might organise my lessons if I were in 

the classroom. There is more than enough work in this booklet to take two weeks. We’d certainly spend longer than that if we were covering all these skills 

in class but I do ramble on a bit!  

You can pick up a hard copy in school. If you do get stuck, I’m happy to help, it just might be a while before I can reply. I’m still quite busy in school!  

Spellings. Here are a new list of  week 5 spellings  to learn just like last week. I wonder who has got all of their lockdown spellings right.  

Maths    
We’re working backwards this week. It’ll look and feel very similar to the addition that we have done recently, but this time the focus will be on subtraction.  

I’d suggest one sheet per day should be plenty, but I wouldn’t want to hold you back if you find yourself on a roll.   The knights of old have been replaced by 

characters from a familiar sci-fi film series.  

Maths part 1   

This is a three part section with three whole sheets to complete, although how far you go is up to you. It’s probably been a while since the children have 

performed subtraction in this way, so it’s worth revisiting the skill. Don’t worry if they are a little rusty! See Subtraction on a number line  

Step 1. Find the largest number on the number line.  

Step 2. To subtract the smaller number from the larger one, count on backwards along the number line.  

Step 3. The number you arrive on is the answer!  

You might need to use a hundred square for the trickier ones, and you can subtract ten at a time by moving up a row.   

Maths part 2 

This is another long recapping session. It’s working on column subtraction, something that we spent a long time on in school. The children should recognise 

it, but you might need to give them a little reminder. The method is probably identical to the one you learned in school. There are no magic tricks! It’s 

another case of working through the series of sheets. But don’t worry if you don’t get to the end. Do what you can!  



Question of the week  

You know the drill -  here is another question to get you thinking.  See Question of the week 5 

Weekly guide.  
I’ve done away with the weekly guide, since the Magical Teaching Box booklet should help to keep things in a logical order, and all of the other activities 

can be completed at any time.  

As ever, feel free to E-mail me with work or questions. I’m always happy to help! 

 

Mr Jones 


