
 

 

Reception work booklet 
Week commencing 29th June 2020 



Activities for Week June 29th 2020  
This booklet contains all the work we will be covering at school this week. Feel 

free to dip in and out of the activities. The timetable shows a suggested 
teaching pattern. Don’t forget to keep a daily diary like us at school. As always, 
I would love to hear about any of the projects you’ve created, so feel free to 

take lots of pictures to email to me.  

Reading Tasks 

1. Read the copy of Elmer and talk about the story topics 
2. Sort the phrases.  

Writing Tasks 

3. Label Elmer and his colours 
4. Describe Elmer 
5. Label the other animals  
6. Describe how the other animals move  

Speech and Language Tasks 

7. Singing and perform ‘Animal Boogie’  

Maths Tasks 

8. Repeating patterns 1 
9. Repeating patters 2 
10. Positional language  
11. Counting practice.  

Understanding of the World 

12. The importance of difference  
13. I am one of a kind 
14. Animals of the jungle 

Get creative 

15. Design an elephant for Elmer day 
16. Weaving  
17. Celebrate Elmer day 
18. Extra activities  



  



1.  The story of Elmer  
Read the story or watch it on YouTube.  

 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WJSTRZQc6k  

 
 

Once you have read the story once, read it again and talk about the 
story topics 

 
Talk about the story with your child. You might use these questions to discuss the 

characters and setting… 

Who are the characters in the story?  

Where does the story happen?  

How does Elmer feel at the beginning of the story? 

Why does Elmer want to change colour? 

How does Elmer change his colour? 

Why does Elmer shout boo? 

What happened when it rained? 

What was the biggest laugh of all? 

Why do they celebrate Elmer day?  

What do you do on Elmer day? 

What does Elmer realise in the end? 

 



2. Sort the phrases  
Carefully read the sentences and phrases below. Using the story to help you, 
can you match them into things about or said by/to Elmer, and things about or 
said by/to other elephants? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

He wanted to be like all the 
others.  

Patchwork in colour, yellow, 
orange, red, pink and purple  

Made all the elephants smile.  

Different shapes and sizes 
but all the same colour.  

“Good morning elephant” the 
other animals shout.  

“Good morning Elmer” the 
animals shout.   

He wanted to laugh.   

“We must celebrate this day 
every year.”  



3. Label Elmer and his colours 

Carefully label Elmer the elephant. Once you have 
labelled the elephant can you list the colours of 
Elmer below?  

 

 

 

The colours of Elmer: 
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 



4. Describe Elmer 
Using the words you have labelled Elmer with, can you now write some 
sentences about Elmer? 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 



5. Label the other animals 
In the story, Elmer passes other animals whilst walking 
through the jungle. Can you name these? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 



6. Describe how the jungle animals move  
Thinking about the animals you have just labelled. How does each of 
them move? You could then draw a picture of the animals doing this 
action. E.g. The lion prowls, the snake slithers.  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

   



7. Singing and making actions ‘Animal Boogie’ 
  

Singing and dancing always make me smile. This 
song is all about the different animals you 
might find if you go walking through the jungle. 
Can you work out which one is being described 
each time? 

You could then make up some actions for each 
animal as it boogies through the jungle?   

www.youtube.com/watch?v=25_u1GzruQM 

 



8. Repeating patterns 1 
Elmer is a patchwork elephant; he is very colourful. Elmer also likes 
repeating patterns, patterns that follow the same system of colours. 
Can you complete the repeating patters below? 

 



9. Repeating patterns 2 
It is Elmer day! Can you colour the two elephants below in a repeating pattern? 

1: Colour this elephant using just red and green.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2: Colour this elephant using two colours of your choice.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10. Positional language  
Let’s draw a picture using positional language. Can you follow my instructions to 
draw the picture of Elmer and his friends below? 

1. In the middle of the page draw a tree.  
2. On top of the tree draw a bird. 
3. Under the tree draw a lion. 
4. Next to the tree (on the left side) draw Elmer.  
5. On the other side of the tree (on the right side) draw a crocodile. 
6. Draw a sun at the top corner of the page (Left corner).  
7. If you can, draw a snake just peeking out from behind the tree.  
8. Draw a tortoise in the bottom (right) corner of the page.  
9. Below the tree, next to the lion, draw a zebra.  

10. Colour in your picture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



11. Counting Practice 
Elmer enjoys counting and numbers. Here you will find a few maths activities to 
keep you busy with Elmer.  



 Colour by number: find the 
number and matching colour.  



How many elephants? 

 

  



12. The importance of difference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elmer is a story about difference. During the story, Elmer comes to realise 
that it is ok to be different; he is unique and individual. Let’s talk about the 
following: 

 How is Elmer different?  
 Why is it important that everyone is different?  
 Difference is great, difference is wonderful. Why do you think that is?  
 Why should we embrace difference?  
 What does it mean to be unique?  
 What does it mean to be an individual?  

   A further thought:  

Take a look at BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zh4b4wx 

This is a story of a little boy who is worried about looking different and making friends. A 
real life story of a boy who proves that looking different doesn’t define us we are still all 
the same, we still all like to play and have fun with friends.  



13. “I am one of a kind”  
Everyone is different in their own special way. Just as Elmer was very 
different to all the other elephants, you too are different and unique. You are 
one of a kind and that is very important and special. Can you think of those 
important differences and write them below? You could then draw yourself and 
label it.  

 

14.  
15.  
16.  
17.  
18.  
19.  
20.  

 

I am one of a kind because…  

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

 



14. Animals of the jungle 
 

 

  

Lots of animals in the jungle use camouflage. In other 
words, they can hide themselves in their habitat so it is 
difficult to see them. Take a look at the website below: 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7x76sg 

 How does each animal camouflage? 
 Why do you think these animals live in this habitat? 
 Are they good at camouflaging? Why might they 

need to camouflage? 
 If we lived in the jungle, why might we need to 

camouflage? 
 How might we camouflage? 
 Can you design an outfit for yourself so that you 

could camouflage in the jungle? Draw it in the space 
below.  



15. Design an elephant for Elmer day 
There are lots of ways to create an Elmer for Elmer day. Have a look 
at some of the examples below for some inspiration. I am sure you 
may have some ideas of your own.  

  



16. Weaving  
Paper weaving can be lots of fun. The link below shows you how to make a very 
lovely woven Elmer, you don’t need lots of colours, 2 would do. (There is an 
elephant template on the last page to help). 

 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/77757531044509087/ 

 

 

Alternatively, you could just try weaving paper and enjoy making patterns! 

 

  



17. Celebrate Elmer day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why don’t you have your very own Elmer day at 
home. Here are some activities that you could 
do to help celebrate: 

 Share and read stories about Elmer and 
other elephants. 

 Dress in your most brightly coloured 
clothes for the day. 

 Decorate a room or space in the garden 
with brightly coloured things, fit for an 
elephant party.  

 Bake a cake (perhaps in the shape of an 
elephant?) and have afternoon tea 
together. 

 Take a look at some of the activities 
available here: www.elmer.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Elmer-Day-
Activity-Pack-1.pdf 



18. Extra Activities:  

  



  



 



 



 


