
David Beckham  
 

David Beckham is one of Britain's most famous footballer players.  

He was captain of the English national team from 2000 to 2006, 

scored in three different FIFA World Cups, and played midfield for 

clubs in Manchester, England and Madrid, Spain, before agreeing to 

move to Los Angeles, to play for Los Angeles Galaxy team on a five 

year contract beginning on July 1, 2007. 

He was born David Robert Joseph Beckham on May 2, 1975  

In 1986 he was a Manchester United's mascot for a match against 

West Ham United. 

In the 1998 FIFA World Cup he played all of England's qualifying 

matches and scored in several important victories. He received a red 

card for violent conduct in England's match against Argentina. After 

losing the game England was eliminated, Beckham was made a 

scapegoat and became the target of criticism and abuse in media. 

He had a good season in 1999 - 2000 and helped Manchester United 

to win the Premier League. At that time, he married singer Victoria 

Beckham (nee' Adams) from the popular musical group The Spice 

Girls, and the couple had their first son, Brooklyn, born in 1999.  

In February 2003, following the defeat to Arsenal, the Manchester 

United's manager Alex Ferguson entered the changing room and 

kicked a football boot that struck Beckham over the eye, causing a 

cut that required stitches. 

He signed a four-year contract with Real Madrid, beginning on July 1, 

2003, and worth a potential 40 million dollars. I 

In 2005 Beckham became a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador. He was 

also involved in promoting London's successful bid for the 2012 



Olympic Games. In 2005, he established football academies in Los 

Angeles and East London.  

During the FIFA World Cup 2006, he played for England, and 

became the first ever English player to score in three World Cups. In 

the quarter final game against Portugal, Beckham was replaced 

because of his injury in the middle of the game. Without him the 

English team lost and was knocked out of the World Cup. 

In June 2007 Beckham played his final game for Real Madrid, 

winning a medal and celebrating with his friends Tom and Katie 

Cruse, who attended the game. 

In 2009, David played 

on loan at AC Milan to 

maintain his fitness 

after ending the 

season with the 

Galaxy. He ended up 

staying with Milan for 

five months, from 

January to May 2009. 

In 2010, he also 

arranged to embark on 

a second loan spell at 

AC Milan from the Galaxy, to play for Milan for another five months.  

 

The Beckhams, who have become known as "Posh and Becks", 

have three sons: Brooklyn Joseph Beckham (born 1999), Romeo 

James Beckham (born 2002), and Cruz David Beckham (born 2005) 

who was named "Cruz" in honor of their friend Tom Cruise. Their 

daughter Harper Seven Becham was born on 10th July 2011. 

 



Jacqueline Wilson  
 

Jacqueline Aitken (she became Wilson when she got married) was born in the 
city of Bath, in England, on 17th December 1945. Jacqueline’s parents met at a 
dance in a famous old building in bath called the Pump Room. Her mother was 
doing office work for the navy and her father was a draughtsman. This was a job 
which involved drawing skilful plans of machinery and buildings. 
 
When Jacqueline was about three years old, her father changed jobs and took 
the family to live in Kingston upon Thames, near London. For a while they shared 
their house with Jacqueline’s grandparents who lived downstairs. Jacqueline and 
her mother and father soon moved to a council flat and Jacqueline started school 
in 1950. She had a difficult time at first because she fell ill with measles and 
whooping cough and had to have several months off school. 
 
When she was six she moved to a school called Latchmere Primary and soon 
settled in. Jacqueline loved English, Art, country dancing and listening to stories. 
When she was eight, Jacqueline’s mother brought her a very realistic toy dog as 
Jacqueline longed to have a pet. From the age of seven, Jacqueline loved 
making up her own stories. She copied out drawings into a blank notebook and 
invented stories to go with her pictures. 
 
When Jacqueline was eleven, she went to a brand new girls’ secondary school in 
New Malden called Coombe School. She passed her eleven plus and took 
English, Art and History at school. At the age of sixteen, Jacqueline took her O-
Levels. She left school with five O-Levels in 1961. 
 
After leaving school Jacqueline 
struggled to find a job because there 
were fewer jobs for women than there 
are now. She knew that she wanted 
to be a writer and so she applied for a 
job writing for a magazine company. 
She got the job and had her stories 
printed. 
 
At the age of seventeen, Jacqueline 
moved to live in Dundee, Scotland 
where the magazine company had its 
office. Here she met a man called 
Millar Wilson, who became her boyfriend. They fell in love and were married in 
1965. In 1967 their daughter Emma was born. Two years later, she publisher her 
first book, Ricky’s birthday. 
 



Jacqueline wrote her first children’s novel in the late 1970s called Nobody’s 
Perfect. In 1991, The Story of Tracey Beaker was published, which was a huge 
success. It was shortlisted for two top awards- the Smarties Prize and Carnegie 
Medal.  
Since then, Jacqueline written around 40 children’s books which have been 
published for children. Some of her most popular books include The Lottie 
Project, The Suitcase Kid and Double Act.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Roald Dahl 
Roald Dahl was born in Wales on 13th September 1916 to 
Norwegian parents. His father died when he was 3 years old and 
he was raised by his mother. He had a fairly unhappy time at 
boarding school which provided some of the inspiration for his 
later stories. 

After leaving school he worked for the Shell Oil Company based 
in Africa until the outbreak of World War II, when he signed up 
with the Royal Air Force. Unfortunately he was 
injured in action and eventually returned home 
as an invalid. He was then sent to Washington 
DC to work as an attaché where, almost by 
accident, he started his writing career. When 
he was interviewed for an article about his 
time in action he offered to write about his 
experiences. His piece was published in the 
Saturday Evening Post, who signed him up to 
write more articles. 

In 1943 he wrote his first children’s book, The 
Gremlins, which was originally intended to be 
made into an animated film by Walt Disney. 
The film was not made and instead Dahl turned to writing adult 
fiction, not writing another children’s story until the 1960s. 

By this time he was a father himself and had started making up 
stories to entertain his own children. From this came the stories 
of James and the Giant Peach and Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory. He went on to write 21 children’s books including Charlie 
and The Chocolate Factory, The BFG, Matilda, and The Witches, 
all of which have been made into films. Roald Dahl died on 23rd 
November 1990.  


