
English  

Week Commencing: Monday 1st June 2020  

This week in English we will be taking a closer look at biography writing. By reading some existing 
biographies of inspirational people, we can unpick the features. Later in the week, you will choose 
an extraordinary person to research and then write up your own short biography. 

English Session 1 

Tense recap 

Change all of these sentences into the past tense. 

1. Delilah is watching an awesome programme on Netflix. 
2. He begins by whisking the mixture together. 
3. The ferocious dog bites the bone. 
4. The castle stands on the hill. 
5. They all tell the same story. 

 

Challenge: Look at the picture on the right. Consider what is 
happening in this picture? Now tell me what has happened 
using the past tense. 

 

Relative Clauses 

Relative clauses are super useful for biographies because they help us add extra information into 
sentences. We use relative pronouns to show who, what or where we are talking about.  

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some examples of relative clauses (they are in red): 

 She was born in Washington D.C., which is the capital city of the United States of America.   
 That’s the boy who walks his dog in the park. 
 Emily loved her new cat that gave her plenty of cuddles. 

 

A. Can you write your own 3 sentences with relative clauses that use each of the relative 
pronouns?  

 

Challenge: If they are not already, can you turn change the sentences into the past tense? 



English Session 2 

A. Read through all 3 extracts and annotate them. What features do they all have in common? 
Can you magpie any sophisticated phrases or sentence structure? Do you need to clarify any 
words?  

B. Using the information provided in the table, can you complete the two empty columns? 

Extraordinary People Talent and Profession Personality 
   

 

  

 

  

Challenge: If you met these people what questions would you ask them? 



English Session 3 

A. Now it is time for you to choose an extraordinary person and draft a short biography for 
them. You can use a person from the previous English session and conduct further research, 
or you can choose your own. Keep going through and polishing your work. Can you use more 
sophisticated language? Have you used relative clauses? 

B. Before you begin to write, draw three things that symbolise your person’s interests, 
achievements and personality. Remember to consider what the images represent and what 
they say about the person. These could feature on the book cover of their biography. 

 

Here are some top tips: 

 Use the checklist provided. 
 When you are researching the person you may want to fill in the ‘key events’ sheet. This will 

help keep your biography in a chronological order. You may not need to use all the boxes. 
 Choose someone you find extraordinary. 

 

Biography Checklist 

 
Introduction (tell us why this person is special)  

Chronological Order  

Key events and dates  

Past tense  

Third person  

Varied time adverbials  

An interesting quote  

 

English Session 4 
Now you have completed the draft and polished from beginning to end. 

Time to write it up in neat and illustrate it. Take your time, I can’t wait to read them! 

 

 

 

 



 


