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Week beginning Monday 1st June        Year 2       Mr Jones 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back (in a manner). I hope that you had a nice happy half term. At least the weather continues to be kind, and we are very lucky to live in such a 

beautiful part of the world. My wildlife sightings reached new heights as I saw a badger, red kite, deer and barn owl in one day – on one run! I have really 

enjoyed seeing families out and about and I realise that the novelty of this whole distance-learning thing has now well and truly worn off. I think we have 

another long term ahead of us, so I do hope that the children had a break from all the hard work that I have been hearing about. We might be in the midst 

of a pandemic, but everyone needs a break!  

Speaking of breaks, ours has been quite busy in school. As I’m sure you are aware, from 1 June, school is inviting all the children of reception, year one and 

year six back to school. This has kept us all very busy over half term and will continue to do so. Whilst I do not want to explain all the details here, it means 

that teachers are now responsible for teaching and keeping safe a group of fifteen children whilst also preparing work for their original class who continue 

to be learning from home. In my case, that includes preparing work for other classes as well.  

Science 

Now I know that baking has been particularly popular with Willow Brook families and I would suggest that it is 

as much as part of home learning as phonics is a part of the school day. I am very pleased about all this – baking 

is the fusion of art and science! For the next few weeks we’re going to be spending some time learning about 

how to stay healthy. This video helps to introduce some of the main points. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zgtr82p   

Science part 1.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zhhxpv4 This video explains how muscles work.  

For the next activity, we will explore how different exercises make you feel.  

Refer to the document entitled how exercise affects different muscles. The children should perform the different exercises for as long as it takes to start to 

‘feel the burn’. This might happen sooner for adults than children! Then they should colour in the area on the diagram where they most felt the effect of 

that exercise.  If your picture of the human body ends up the colour of a rainbow, then you’ve probably been working hard enough.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zgtr82p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zhhxpv4
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 Science part 2. 

First of all, watch this video which explains the importance of exercise.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvdkjxs  

 

Next it is time to get creative.  

Make a poster to explain the importance of exercise.  

You could include information about… 

- Different ways you can exercise (running, cycling, yoga, basketball, line dancing?!)  

- How you can tell that you are doing a good job of exercising (heart beats faster, start sweating, out of breath) 

- Why it is a good idea to exercise (keeps you fit and healthy, extends your life, makes you feel happy, means you can join in with other people) 

 

Think of a catchy slogan, the fewer words, 

the better. If drawing big letters tricky, 

perhaps This poster should be as bright and 

colourful as possible. You might even want 

to display it on your windows. For the other 

children to see. I’ll stick the best posters up 

around the school when you return 

(whenever that is!).  

If you are looking for some inspiration, the 

NHS backed initiative Change4Life has been 

producing clear posters to encourage 

healthier lifestyles for over ten years. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvdkjxs
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
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English 

 

English part 1.  

I’m a aware that many parents do not feel so confident when it comes to the teaching of phonics. For this week, I’ve included an activity which the children 

are familiar with, and I hope that they should be able to complete it at home. The short story should be read aloud. Every time you read a work that sounds 

like it has the ‘ure’ sound in it, simply colour the word in. The ‘ure’  sound can be heard in the words cure, sure, pure, and according to the phonics 

guidance, mixture, fixture etc. I think it’s a slightly different sound, but perhaps that a regional thing. See spotting the ure sound  

Anything off of this website would be good if you were the sort of family that enjoyed using flashcards. http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-

and-sounds.html.  Most children had covered all of phase five before March. Ask me for more information.  

English part 2.  

Another important skill that is introduced and improved on in year 2 is proofreading. You might have already noticed that as a dedicated year two teacher, I 

often leave mistakes in my worksheets to help the children in learning how to spot errors. In this short story there are plenty of intentional errors. I think 

that the children have seen this one before so they should know what to do proofreading a passage Maurice the mouse. The key things to look for are 

past/present tense verbs, capital letters and spellings. Next week, I’ll provide a new story to proofread.  

Spellings. Here are a new list of  week 6 spellings  to learn just like last week. I wonder who has got all of their lockdown spellings right.  

Maths    
We’re getting stuck into some 2d shape work this week. This is usually made a little easier in school because we have a huge box of colourful plastic shapes 

to help. You might want to get warmed up by cutting out some shapes with scissors and colourful paper. You can make all sorts of wonderful patterns in the 

process. You could even call it art – Piet Mondrian did! Just as good would be drawing shapes with chalk outside on the pavement. Your neighbours are 

quite used to it by now.  

Maths part 1   

Colour the shapes. For this one, it’s worth recapping the basic 2D shapes – drawing attention to squares and rectangles both having four sides, but squares 

being a special type of rectangle, but with four equal sides! Pentagons have five sides, and hexagons have six. Refer to the worksheet colour the shapes  

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=piet+mondrian&safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB823GB823&sxsrf=ALeKk01dOyjQVcrMT8v2fF1h_y9nb-UoPA:1590831526709&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiw2K-gpdvpAhVxolwKHUM3CAQQ_AUoAXoECCUQAw&biw=1707&bih=803
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Maths part 2 

Now that we’ve had a little reminder about 2d shapes, its time to test our comprehension skills. The worksheet shapes on a grid should do the trick.  

Maths part 3  

Just as important as recognising and labelling shapes, is the ability to draw them. Refer to drawing shapes. Unfortunately, when I’m teaching this in the 

classroom, I often don’t get much time to spend 1:1 with children in order to make sure that they master those skills requited to hold a ruler steady and 

draw straight lines. This is probably something that you can help your children with at home. In an ideal world, when the children return back to the 

classroom (whenever that is), they could draw lines that look like they’ve used a perfect ruler rather than the edge of a cream cracker!  

Maths part 4 

And now for a challenge for the more ambitious types… 

Can you draw an equilateral triangle using only a ruler?! It should have three sides of an equal length. There are various tricks you can use.  

And better still, how close can you get to drawing a perfect circle freehand? Want to cheat? I bet you do – try this guy’s tip! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEiLqbnSaWw  

And here is a little trick I’ve used in the past that can be some good sport… 

“I’ll give you my butterscotch tart if you can draw a three sided closed shape, that isn’t a triangle”.  It probably shouldn’t have occupied a class of year sixes 

for an entire wet lunchtime… 

Question of the week  

You know the drill - here is another question to get you thinking.  See Question of the week 6 – the moon 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEiLqbnSaWw
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Weekly guide 

With more separate parts to the maths and English, your weekly timetable is back. Hopefully it helps to keep you on track. It helps me when I’m planning 

everything! Feel free to complete the activities as and when you see fit. This is just a suggestion.  

 

Monday 1st 
June 

Maths 1   
Colour the shapes 

 Science 1 
Observations of muscles used in particular 
exercises How exercise affects different 
muscles.  
 

Ongoing throughout the week.  
 
Question of the week 6 
 
Spellings 
 
Karate cats  
 
2d shape artwork 
 
 
Reading – everything and anything. 
Anything from ten minutes to an hour a 
day. It’s all good! 

Tuesday 2nd 
June 

Maths 2 
Shapes on a grid  

Science 2 
Creation of a poster to encourage exercise     

Wednesday 
3rd  June 

Maths 3 
Drawing shapes  

English 1  
Reading and spotting the ‘ure’ sound.  

Thursday 4th 
June 

Maths 4 
Drawing shapes challenge – equilateral 
triangle/freehand circle.  

English 2  
Proofreading a passage – Maurice the 
mouse .  

Friday 5th 
June 

Creative Friday – Refer to Mrs Ballard’s 
plan!    
 

Spelling test!  
See Spellings week 6 – common exception 
words 

 

 

As ever, feel free to E-mail me with work or questions. I’m always happy to help! 

 

Mr Jones 


