Moving plates : Volcano chain
- .o Guatemala in Central America is home

;i to a chain of volcanoes, many still active.

They sit on top of a subduction zone,

formed as the Cocos Plate sinks beneath

the larger North American Plate.

Most volcanoes are found at plate boundaries, where melting
rock forms columns of magma that erupt at the surface. -
When two plates move apart, a chain of gentle volcanoes,
known as a spreading ridge, is formed. Where plates collide,
one is forced beneath the other, forming a subduction zone.
The sinking plate partly melts and the hot, liquid magma
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