
 Maths—Subtracting decimals using column subtraction  

Just like Tuesday, we are going to use column subtraction to subtract decimals. 

Keeping the decimal point lined up forces you to correctly line up the place values 

to ensure you subtract the right numbers. Remember to ‘steal’ if you need to, from 

the column next door (even if there is a decimal point ‘in the way’).  

 

9.619 

5.73  - 

3.889 

Super C 

My working…  

 Starting in the thousandths column, I did 9 - 0 = 9.  

 In the hundredths column, I couldn’t do 1- 3 so I stole from the tenths column (making 6 to 5). Then 

back in the hundredths column I did 11- 3 = 8. 

 In the tenths column I couldn’t do 5-7 so I stole from my units column (making 9 to 8). Back to my 

tenths column I did 15-7 = 8.  

 In the units column I did 8—5 = 3 

Complete one of the three tasks and then you may attempt 

Super C if you choose.  


