
 

 

 

The Big Idea… 
We are jumping in our time machine and warping our way back to the 1970s. 
Brown and yellow were in fashion, musical tastes were changing and a whole 
new post 60’s generation was making its mark on history. In this topic we will 
be looking at the past 50 years and thinking about how the world has changed. 
We will explore home life, work and school. Adding some classic stories and 
books will add to our studies. The children will have the opportunity to move 
away from screens and technology to look at a world before the internet and 
how a child’s life might have seemed very different.  

As mathematicians we will…  
be developing our knowledge of number as we read, write and count (forwards 
and backwards) up to 20 and beyond. Practical objects, pictures, and 
representations will secure understanding. We will then begin to use addition 
and subtraction master 1 more and 1 less, before tackling addition and 
subtraction problems again involving larger numbers. We will also look at 
naming and describing the properties of 2D and 3D shapes and begin to 
measure objects and shapes using non-standard units.  
 

As language specialists we will…  
be exploring What makes me a me? By Ben Faulks and David Tazzyman as we think 
about what characteristics make us unique before carefully studying our feline 
friends in two classic tales, Mog the forgetful cat by Judith Kerr, and Six Dinner Sid 
by Inga Moore. We will use these texts to develop creative writing and story-telling 
skills and incorporate drama to explore character and plot. Practising sentence 
structure with increasing accuracy is an essential part of the Year 1 curriculum and 
stands alongside writing narratives for purpose and pleasure. Phonics are taught 
daily and will include the rehearsal of reading and writing high frequency words. 
Weekly handwriting will reinforce the letter formation skills learnt throughout 
reception.   
 

 
 
 
 

As geographers we will… 
be looking at the capital 
cities in the UK as well as 
the characteristics of the 
countries that make up our 
small island. We will be 
using atlases to look closer 
at our world and think more 
about the country we live in 
as well as investigating our 
locality in Keyworth.   
Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and 5 oceans, use 
world maps, atlases, and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries. 
 

 

As historians we will…  
be comparing our own lives 
today to children who lived 
in the 1970s. We will 
explore how home, school 
and work life has changed 
in 50 years. We will be 
exploring different toys, 
music and games which 
were popular in the 1970s 
and see if they still inspire 
us today.  
The lives of significant individuals 
in the past who have contributed 
to national and international 
achievements. 

 

As scientists we will... 
look closely at the human 

body whilst we identify, 

name, draw and label the 

basic parts. We will explore 

our senses and understand 

how they are essential 

when it comes humans and 

animals exploring and 

functioning in the world. 

Practical investigations and 

theoretical knowledge will 

work together to build on 

existing knowledge.  

Across the curriculum  

 

As musicians we will learn about how to work and sing in a group, 
experiencing the way different types of music make you feel.  We will 
extend our knowledge of different types of instruments to enhance the 
singing experience.  
As expressive artists we will be sketching and drawing different artforms, 
including self-portraits. We will be inspired by a number of renowned artists. 
As computer specialists we will be re-capping and developing our 
understanding of how to stay safe online, learning how to be responsible 
when using online devices.  
As fitness experts we will be working on multi-skills - developing a variety of 
skills using a ball. We will be practising balance and speed and developing 
gymnastic routines.  
As philosophers we will be learning about special people in the religions of 
Christianity and Judaism. This will help us to continue learning about the 
faith of others and sharing our understanding of what it means to be 
religious for different people. 

 
Knowledge of the World 
The internet was completely changed our world. Whether 
this is for the better is debateable.  Was life before the world 
wide web and electronic devices better?  

Citizenship 
Whatever the decade, working together as a community 
has always been important part of life. We will 
understand and discuss why this is so.  

Ambitious thinking  
What makes you ‘you’? What does it 
mean to be human and how are 
different  

 


