
 

Happy New Year! Welcome to the Spring Term!  
 
I hope that everyone feels raring to go and excited for all that the next five weeks has to offer. Our 
curriculum focus has a geographical flavour… from counties, countries, continents, maps, globes 
and environmental citizenship, there are lots of fascinating facts and concepts to explore, learn 
and discuss!  
 
Over the next couple of days, you should receive a Learning Letter from your child’s teacher with a 
Creative Curriculum overview. As always, we hope that this enables you to support learning at 
home and feel in touch with what is happening in school.  
 
At the end of this newsletter is a proposed calendar of events 
already pencilled in the school diary. You can subscribe to the school 
calendar by scanning this QR code and finding the link at the bottom 
of the page. As well as being a quick reference point for you, the 
diary will continue to be updated with events that are planned and 
added over the coming terms. We also hope that the website pages 
are a good record of life in each year group, as well as a gallery of 
work and photos of whole-school events. (I hope you have managed 
to see the pictures of the Christmas productions!)  
 
Mr. Jones  
 
It is with very mixed feelings that I share the news that Mr. Jones secured a promotion at Langar 
Primary School in the week before the Christmas break. After more than 13 years at Willow 
Brook, I am, of course, delighted that he feels ready to stretch his wings and take on the challenge 
of a new environment and experience the headship of a small school. I know that he won’t mind 
me saying that the decision to move on has been a very difficult one, but securing this new 
position will open up many new and (hopefully!) fulfilling challenges. 
 
The other side of the coin is that Willow Brook will lose a brilliant member of the team and an 
excellent class teacher. I know that Year 6 will be disappointed that they won’t finish the year with 
Mr. Jones but should feel privileged to have experienced his teaching and encouragement.  
 
Willow Brook will be going through a recruitment process for a deputy head over the next half 
term. We will, of course, keep you informed.   
 
With my best wishes,  
 
Lousie Ballard  
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Date Event Details  

Friday 26th January  Bird Watch Day  

Tues 30th January  Playhouse Theatre Company 
visit school 

Children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 will 
be treated to this year’s Nottingham 
Playhouse production.  

Mon 5th – Tues 6th February  Year 3 and 4 residential to Mount Cook, Matlock 

February 9th School closes at 3.30pm for the 
half term break  

Children return on Monday 19th 
February  

Thurs 22nd February  Young Voices Concert Willow Brook choir singing at the 
Birmingham Arena.  

Tues 5th Wed 6th March Spring term Parents Evenings Invitations will be sent out w/b 26/02 
for you to make an appointment to 
meet with your child’s teacher. 

Thurs 7th March   World Book Day ‘You are what you read’ Come 
dressed as a book character to 
celebrate a day full of stories.  

Friday 15th March  School Disco  

Mon 25th – Wed 27th March Year 5 and 6 residential to Duke’s Barn, Derbyshire 

Thurs 28th March  School closes at 3.30pm for the 
Easter break 

Children return on Monday 15th April 

Mon. May 6th  May Day Bank Holiday  

Mon. 13th to Thurs 16th May Year 6 SATs assessment week.  
*It is important that all pupils in Year 6 are present during this week. 
Please avoid booking appointments and holidays.  

Friday 24th May  School closes at 3.30pm for half 
term 

Children return on Monday 3rd June 

Fri 21st June  INSET day  School is closed for staff training  

Wed. July 3rd  Sports Day  1.30pm start 
(In the event of rain, our reserve 
afternoon is Wed. 10th July)  

Thurs. 11th July  Annual Reports go out  

Fri. 12th July  School Disco 

Wed. 17th July  School Open Afternoon and 
Exhibition.  

You are invited to come into school to 
meet your child’s new teacher and 
discuss their annual report.  

Fri 26th July  Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 10am. Parents and Carers of Year 6 pupils 
are invited to join us for your child’s 
final primary assembly.  

Fri. 26th July  School closes at 3.30pm for the summer break 


