
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the second half of the Autumn Term! There is so much in store for the next seven 
weeks - I hope that the past fortnight has enabled the children to recharge their batteries and feel 
raring to go!  

In the week before half term, we revealed our whole-school topic 
theme and, of course, our Christmas production… YE-HA! The Wild 
West provides a great arena for plenty of action and learning. You’ll see 
from our plan on the back page, that in History we will be journeying 
back in time to the 1830’s and heading across the trails in America to 
understand why the call to ‘Go West!’ was such an inviting one. In 
Geography, we will be exploring what modern day North and South 
America have to offer and seeing how physical and human geography 
has changed since the early pioneers. There’s so much to learn!  

Whilst Years 4, 5 and 6 will be taking up much of the acting roles and rehearsals for Ye Ha, Years 2 
and 3 will be helping us to boost the singing and dancing. Their rehearsal time will be action-
packed PE and music sessions as we learn the songs together and master the Stetson Stomp!  

Reception and Year 1 will be taking a slightly different tack as their journey takes them to 
Bethlehem as they rehearse and present The Big Little Nativity.  

There’s lots to be gained when it comes to working on a school drama production. We work hard to 
ensure that learning in core subjects continues to be on track and that foundation learning (i.e. 
History and Geography) have meaningful links with the subject of our performance. Drama is very 
much a part of the National Curriculum under the English programme of study. Children should be 
taught how to ‘express themselves, understand different perspectives, and develop 
communication skills through role-play, improvisation, and performance’. PE lessons will become 
dance focussed as we learn the rhythm and repetition of our high-speed performance dances. 
Playscripts also take centre stage as a key genre in English – it’s the perfect half term to include 
them in the curriculum. With care and lots of planning, this can be a positive project with a 
memorable primary school outcome.  

The second week of the half term sees many themed days all arrive at once!  

Monday 10th. We start the week with Odd Socks Day and a chance to unbox some important anti-
bullying themes. All you have to do is to wear some very obvious odd socks!  

Tuesday 11th is Remembrance Day. We gather at 11am for a commemorative time in the 
playground with The Last Post and traditional words. We teach the children about the significance 
of the poppy and encourage them to wear or make one for our display.  
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Friday 14th brings Children in Need! We will be hosting a Wild West 
themed day full of fun and fundraising. Children can come dressed as a 
cowboy/cowgirl or something more imaginative that fits the Splodge 
City theme. There will be prizes for the most imaginative! Alternatively, 
you can come dressed in your Pudsey merchandise, which would 
support the day in more ways than one.  

The Willow Brook Children in Need Fundraising page is now open. As 
always, if you leave a ‘shout out’ for your child with a donation, we will make sure that your family 
hear their name in assembly!  

You can scan this QR code to take you to our Just Giving page or copy 
the link 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/louise-ballard-
7?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

The fun continues in the evening on the 14th November when the 
Friends of Willow Brook host their Autumn Disco. They will be looking 
for volunteers this week. The committee are also proposing a ‘Wear 
your own Clothes Day’ on Friday 5th December in return for some chocolate or a bottle for the 
Christmas tombola. You’ll find the new committee’s first newsletter on the back page.  

Finally, thank you for supporting your children’s homework over half term and ensuring that we 
had a fabulous haul of stories to read for our 500 Words Competition. Miss Adams and I are 
looking forward to a weekend full of reading short stories! 

Without further ado, let the half term begin… 

 

Louise Ballard 

 

DATES IN THE DIARY FOR THE HALF TERM AHEAD 

Date  Event  Details 
10th November Odd Socks Day (and the start 

of Anti-Bullying week) 
Wear your odd socks to school to show that there is brilliance in 
difference. 

11th November  Remembrance Day 

14th November Children in Need As always, the Willow Brook community goes all out to support this 
important and fun-filled day.  

14th November  School Disco   

5th December  Wear your own clothes day – bring an item of chocolate or a bottle for the Friends fundraising 
tombola 

9th, 10th 11th Dec Yrs 2 to 6 evening performances at 6.30pm with a Wednesday matinee at 2pm  

17th December EYFS/Year 1 Nativity 
Performance 

EYFS and Year 1 will be performing their nativity at 2pm and 
6.30pm.  

19th December  Break up for Christmas Holidays 
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Meet Your New FoWB Committee!    

Hi everyone! 

We’d like to start with a huge thank you for all your support as 
we form the brand-new Friends of Willow Brook Committee. 
Not sure who we are or what we do?  Let’s fill you in!       

     Who We Are 

Friends of Willow Brook is a registered charity run by volunteer parents 
and carers. Our goal is simple — to raise funds that help make Willow Brook 
School an even better place for our children to learn and grow. 
 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

           What We Fund 

Each year, Mrs Ballard and the teaching team put together a wish list of things 
they’d love for the school and pupils. Thanks to last year’s amazing support. 
Here’s a few examples the charity funded: 

   50% of the theatre trip costs 
           The new playhouse in the EYFS garden 
     Year 6 leavers’ hoodies (a must-have tradition!)  

              How We Raise Funds 

Through fun community events like: 
• School Discos 
• Christmas fairs and raffles 
• And more exciting activities throughout the year! 
              How You Can Get Involved 

Volunteer! Able to help at events? Let us know and we will add you to our 
WhatsApp volunteer group — there’ s no pressure, just opportunities to help 
when you can! 
 
Share Ideas! Got an event idea or fundraising suggestion? We’d love to hear it. 

Together, we can make this a fantastic year for our school community! 

With thanks, The Friends of Willow Brook Committee  

03/11/2025 

 School Disco  

FRIDAY 14th NOVEMBER 

Wear
Clothes Day

FRIDAY 5th DECEMBER 

Bring in a bottle or chocolate 
as a donation for the 
Christmas tombola. 

Full details are attached — and 
keep your eyes peeled for more 

updates soon on our festive 
Christmas activities!  

 Let’s Hear from the 
Children! 

We’re inviting all Willow Brook 
pupils to share their thoughts 

for 2026: 

“What events would you 
like to see next year?” 

“What should we spend 
our funds on?” 

Children can drop their 
suggestions in the box by Mrs 
Roper’s office, or you can send 

them to us directly: 

friendsofwillowbrook00@gm
ail.com 

 Every penny raised from 
these events goes directly back 

into the school. 
 

What’s Coming Up 

Faye Nicola Doug 
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